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Standards of Laboratory Practice (SLP) Committee
Minutes of meeting on Monday, 03 October 2011 at 1300-1400h.
Attendees: Edgar Spencer (Chair) (EPS), Ross Norris (Chair) (RN), Ray Morris (RM), Don LeGatt (DLG), Vanessa Steenkamp (VS), Manuela Neumann (MN), Christoph Heimke (CH), Pierre Marquet (PM), Ken Kasper (KK), John Wilson (JFW), Curtis Oleschuk (CO) and Irine Bondarevo (IB).
Apologies: Phillip Morgan (PEM), John Ray (JR), Daan Touw (DT), Matthew McMullin, Jennifer Button and Mary-Ann Sanfacon (MAS).
EPS welcomed the two new members, CO & IB to the committee. Three other members from the Young Scientists Committee (YSC), Denise McKeown (DM), Lewis Couchman (LC) and Simon Handley (SH) have also been recruited to this committee. They were unable to attend our meeting due to other commitments.  
Minutes of the last meeting in 2009: Minutes of the last meeting in Montreal in 2009 were read and accepted. MN commented on the quality and thoroughness of the minutes.

Matters arising from the minutes: nil
Edgar Spencer then handed chair over to Ross Norris.
Nomination and election of new Vice-Chair: EPS nominated Phillip Morgan to the position of chair-elect. Nomination was accepted by unanimous decision.
Correspondence/Reports:
Annual reports & reports to the AGM were presented by EPS.
EPS, as Past Chair, presented a brief report on activities since last meeting as tabled. 
New Chair raised several matters as per agenda: 
Update on guidelines – the Cochrane review initiative:

After some discussion it was generally felt that Cochrane reviews may not be the most suitable approach for establishing guidelines and CH agreed to 
provide documents that could be circulated to the membership for consideration in establishing an alternative methodology for literature reviews in preparation for establishing guidelines (This topic largely dominated discussion at the meeting). See documents attached from CH:


Another one-day regional meeting is proposed in Australia during 2012. Details are yet to be arranged:
Other initiatives on improving assay methodologies, as indicated in the agenda, were not discussed at this time.
SLPC contributions to Compass: for 2011 and beyond – suggestions welcome. EPS, as Past Chair, had already identified a member to provide an article for the Winter 2011 edition of The Compass. PM, a former chair of  this committee will provide this article.
Suggestions for 2013 congress in Salt Lake City, USA were briefly discussed and the presentation of a workshop was proposed. Topic is yet to be decided?
Date of next meeting will be set to coincide with the meeting in Salt Lake City.
Any other business:
Encouragement from IATDMCT Council to engage younger committee members was passed on to the meeting. The timing of the young members events to co-incide with the committee business meeting was raised and referred to the executive to avoid re-ocurrence in 2013, if possible.
The request for speakers and topics for Podcasts was also discussed briefly. It was decided that these should be passed on to PM before the end of the year, and that discussion of suitable topics/speakers should be generated by e-mail/listserver.
MN announced that she would be attending a Paediatric Neurology meeting in Brisbane, Australia in May/June 2012 when she would act as an ambassador for this committee. RN and RM to suggest additional for this forthcoming meeting!!
The meeting was brought to a close at just after 14:00h.
